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THE LOWDOWN
FROM UP ON THE HILL

Altegra Health’s bi-weekly newsletter highlighting 
healthcare public policy news in exchanges, 
Medicare/Medicaid, quality, IT and more

 EXCHANGES
House Rules Committee amends ACA 
repeal/replace bill
On April 6, the House Rules Committee approved an 
amendment to the American Health Care Act (AHCA), whose 
vote was postponed by the full House a couple weeks ago, 
that would create a separate federally-run high-risk pool; 
the amendment would appropriate $15 billion until 2026. 
Prospects that this amendment could lead to House passage 
of the AHCA are still slim at this point.

READ MORE…

HHS releases final rule to stabilize the 
2018 insurance exchange market
On April 13, HHS released the final rule aimed at stabilizing 
the 2018 insurance exchange market. The rule adjusts 
the annual open enrollment period for 2018 to start on 
November 1, 2017, and run through December 15, 2017; 
requires members to submit supporting documentation 
for special enrollment periods; allows plans to require 
individuals to pay back past due premiums before enrolling 
into a plan with the same plan the following year; allows 
plans additional actuarial value flexibility; and eliminates 
duplicative review of network adequacy by the federal 
government. While plans were generally supportive of the 
final rule, they remain focused on the government’s position 
on appropriating the cost-sharing subsidies.

READ MORE…

 MEDICARE/MEDICAID
CMS releases 2018 Final MA Rate 
Announcement
On April 3, CMS released the 2018 Final MA Rate 
Announcement. Averages MA rates are slightly higher in the 
Final Notice at 0.45 percent (0.25 percent in the Advance 
Notice). CMS will calculate 2018 risk scores by adding 
15 percent of the risk score calculated using encounter 
data and FFS diagnoses with 85 percent of the risk score 
calculated using RAPS and FFS diagnoses without an 
adjuster (75/25 RAPS/EDS blend in the Advance Notice).

READ MORE…

CMS announces Accountable Health 
Communities model funding
On April 6, CMS announced the 32 recipients of funding 
for its Accountable Health Communities (AHC) model. 
Over a five-year period, CMS will implement and test the 
three-track AHC model to support local communities in 
addressing the health-related social needs of Medicare and 
Medicaid beneficiaries by bridging the gap between clinical 
and community service providers. The 32 organizations 
in the AHC model are diverse —varying in type (eg, 
county governments, hospitals, universities, and health 
departments), size, location, and beneficiary demographics.

READ MORE…

Senate re-introduces chronic care bill
On April 6, Senate Finance Committee Chairman Orrin Hatch 
(R-UT), and Ranking Member Ron Wyden (D-OR), along with 
Senators Johnny Isakson (R-GA) and Mark Warner (D-VA), 
co-chairs of the Finance Committee Chronic Care Working 
Group, re-introduced S 870, the Creating High-Quality 
Results and Outcomes Necessary to Improve Chronic 
(CHRONIC) Care Act of 2017. Among other provisions, the 
bill, which was first introduced in 2016, would permanently 
authorize the D-SNP program, would provide more flexibility 
to states to implement the Value-Based Insurance Design 
(VBID) Model, and would provide more flexibility to MA plans 
to offer supplemental benefits. 

READ MORE…

CMS releases MA reports on health 
disparities
On April 13, the CMS Office of Minority Health released a 
pair of reports detailing the quality of care received by MA 
beneficiaries. One report compares quality of care for women 
and men while the other report looks at racial and ethnic 
differences in health care experiences and clinical care, 
among women and men.

READ MORE…
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